SALVATORE SCIARRINO - Composition Masterclass
MARCO MOMI/MARIANGELA VACATELLO - Composition for Piano Workshop
20.08/24.08.2022
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The masterclass
The Composition masterclass is addressed to all composers who wish to present their works to Salvatore Sciarrino
and Marco Momi, discussing topics ranging from the most technical aspects to reflections on writing and
contemporaneity.
The course is divided into two parts, the first consists of a writing Workshop for piano (held in collaboration with
Mariangela Vacatello), aimed at the creation of an original piece for solo piano (also with electronics); the second is
a Masterclass held by Salvatore Sciarrino who, starting from the works for piano created in the presence of the
maestro, will be able to extend the discussion to other personal scores.
The aim of the Workshop is to work in close contact with the pianists participating in the same Workshop and in the
Masterclass held by Mariangela Vacatello, sharing the stages of writing, studying and performing the new works
written for the occasion. Under the guidance of Marco Momi, Mariangela Vacatello and Salvatore Sciarrino, the
participants will be confronted with the peculiarities of the relationship between who writes and who performs,
both in the contemporary and in the classical repertoire, in order to stimulate the recognition of the instances of
novelty and invention transversal to every age.
The atmosphere of dialogue and interaction will stimulate a dialectical relationship between the two practices,
making the Workshop an experience that will allow participants to refine the comparison with the musical
peculiarities of those who interpret the historicized repertoire and to experiment with expressive urgency and new
contents.
The organisation of the course includes 2 online meetings with Marco Momi to be held in spring 2022 on dates to
be agreed upon, in order to discuss the compositional path of the piano piece. It will then be the responsibility of
the organisation to put each composer in contact with a pianist to exchange drafts and ideas, so as to be able to
finalise the piece in a profitable way during the days of the Masterclass. The first two days in presence (20-21
August) will be dedicated exclusively to the Workshop: Marco Momi, Mariangela Vacatello - with the participation
during the second day of Salvatore Sciarrino - will work together with pianists and composers on new pieces that
will be performed in a public concert organised by Foresty International Music Festival.
A live (audio and video) recording of the concert will be made, which will be given to each composer and pianist
and (subject to agreement with them), published on the social pages and website of CdM San Michele and Foresty
International Music Festival. Should you wish to make further recordings at CdM, see the "After Masterclass”
section.
The three days following the masterclass (22-24 August) will be dedicated to the composition course held by
Salvatore Sciarrino, during which there will be meetings dedicated to listening to and discussing the pieces
presented by the participants (for any ensemble) and to Salvatore Sciarrino's production. There will also be
convivial and informal moments in which to discuss the topics that emerge from the meetings in an atmosphere of
sharing and mutual listening.
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Schedule of the Masterclass:
Thursday 18th of August 2022:
Piano Course + Workshop held by Mariangela Vacatello (only for students enrolled in the piano course)
Friday 19th of August 2022:
Piano Course + Workshop held by Mariangela Vacatello (only for students enrolled in the piano course)
Saturday 20th August 2022:
Workshop with Mariangela Vacatello and Marco Momi (together with the members of the composition course)
Sunday 21st August 2022:
Composition workshop with Mariangela Vacatello, Marco Momi and Salvatore Sciarrino
Debate
Evening concert and conclusion of the Workshop
Monday 22nd August 2022:
Composition course with Salvatore Sciarrino
Tuesday 23rd August 2022:
Composition course with Salvatore Sciarrino
Wednesday 24th August 2022:
Composition course with Salvatore Sciarrino
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Salvatore Sciarrino

Salvatore Sciarrino (Palermo, 1947) boasts of being born free and not in a music school.
He started composing when he was twelve as a self-taught person and held his first public concert in 1962.
But Sciarrino considers all the works before 1966 as an developing apprenticeship because that is when his
personal style began to reveal itself. There is something really particular that characterizes this music: it leads to a
different way of listening, a global emotional realization, of reality as well as of one’s self. And after forty years,
the extensive catalogue of Sciarrino’s compositions is still in a phase of surprising creative development. After his
classical studies and a few years of university in his home city, the Sicilian composer moved to Rome in 1969 and
in 1977 to Milan. Since 1983, he has lived in Città di Castello, in Umbria.
He has composed for: Teatro alla Scala, RAI, Teatro del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino, Biennale di Venezia, Teatro
La Fenice di Venezia, Teatro Carlo Felice di Genova, Fondazione Arena di Verona, Stuttgart Opera Theatre,
Brussels La Monnaie, Frankfurt Opera Theatre, Amsterdam Concertgebouw, London Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo
Suntory Hall. He has also composed for the following festivals: Schwetzinger Festspiele, Donaueschinger
Musiktage, Witten, Salzburg, New York, Wien Modern, Wiener Festwochen, Berliner Festspiele Musik, Holland
Festival, Alborough, Festival d’Automne (Paris), Ultima (Oslo).
He was published by Ricordi from 1969 to 2004. Since 2005, Rai Trade has had exclusive rights for Sciarrino’s
works. Sciarrino’s discography is pretty extensive and counts over 100 CDs, published by the best international
record labels and very often awarded and noted.
Apart from being author of most of his theatre opera’s librettos, Sciarrino wrote a rich production of articles, essays
and texts of various genres some of which have been chosen and collected in Carte da suono, CIDIM – Novecento,
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2001. Particularly important is his interdisciplinary book about musical form: Le figure della musica, da Beethoven
a oggi, Ricordi 1998.
Sciarrino taught at the Music Academies of Milan (1974–83), Perugia (1983–87) and Florence (1987– 96). He also
worked as a teacher in various specialization courses and masterclasses among which are those held in Città di
Castello from 1979 to 2000 and the Lectures at Boston University. He currently teaches in the summer
masterclasses at the Accademia Chigiana in Siena.
From 1978 to 1980, he was Artistic Director of Teatro Comunale di Bologna.
Academic of Santa Cecilia (Roma), Academic of Fine Arts of Bavaria and Academic of the Arts (Berlin),
Sciarrino has won many awards, among the most recent are: the Prince Pierre de Monaco (2003), the
prestigious Feltrinelli International Award (Premio Internazionale Feltrinelli) (2003), the Salzburg Music
Prize (2006), an International Composition Price established by the Salzburg Land, the Frontiers of
Knowledge Prize from the Spanish BBVA Foundation (2011), the A Life in Music Prize from the Teatro La
Fenice – Associazione Rubinstein in Venice (2014), the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement from the
Venice Biennale (2016).
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Marco Momi
Marco Momi was born in Perugia in 1978. He
studied piano, conducting and composition in
Perugia, Strasbourg, The Hague, Rome, Darmstadt
and Paris.
From 2007-2010 he studied and worked at IRCAM in
Paris. His works have been awarded in numerous
international competitions such as Gaudeamus Music
Prize, Seoul International Competition, Impuls Klangforum Wien, Reading Panel IRCAM-EIC.
In 2008 he received the Kranichsteiner Music Prize
from the City of Darmstadt.
He has been composer in residence at the Akademie
der Künste Berlin and the Fondazione Banna Spinola.
His works have been performed by Ensemble
Intercontemporain, Nikel, Klangforum Wien, Neue
Vocalsolisten Stuttgart, PHACE, Accroche Note,
ASKO, Trio Accanto, mdi, Quartetto Prometeo,
Matthias Pintscher, Bas Wiegers, Marino Formenti,
Clement

Power,

Nicolas

Hodges,

Mariangela

Vacatello, Matteo Cesari and others, at festivals such
as Philarmonie Paris, Musica Strasbourg, ManiFeste
Paris, Présences - Radio France, Wittener Tage für neue Kammermusik, Milano Musica, Warsaw Autumn, Gare
du Nord Basel, Gaida Vilnius, Wiener Konzerthaus, Biennale di Venezia, Akademie der Künste Berlin, IRCAM,
Ars Musica Bruxelles, Bang on a Can New York, Wien Modern, Tzlill Meudcan Tel Aviv, Gaudeamus Music
Week, ZKM Karlsruhe.
His compositions are published by Ricordi and recorded on monographic CDs by Stradivarius (Almost Pure and
Almost Quiver) and KAIROS (Almost Nowhere).
He teaches composition in Italian Conservatories and holds seminars and master classes particularly in Europe.
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Mariangela Vacatello
“... and even when Ginastera gives you one piece
with a close family likeness to another, you listen
with a sense of renewal thanks to performances by
Mariangela Vacatello of a superb zest, brio and
imaginative scope... she has technique in spades,
making her a front-runner with Argerich’s legendary
live Three Argentinian Dances... no praise could be
high

enough

for

Vacatello's

achievement.”

(Gramophone 2016)
In the two decades since her professional debut,
pianist Mariangela Vacatello has brought her
virtuosity,

passionate

interpretations,

and

magnificent musicality to diverse global audiences.
She is recognized worldwide as an exceptionally
gifted artist, reflected in the numerous awards and
effusive reviews she has received for both her live
performances and recordings for Brilliant Classics.
Her performances are regularly broadcasted by
prestigious Radio Stations worldwide.
The Second Prize at the Franz Liszt International Piano Competition in 1999 at the age of 17 catapulted her
towards an international career as a soloist, performing at Wigmore Hall, Bridgewater Hall in Manchester,
Walt Disney Hall, Montpellier Festival, Carnegie Weill Hall in NYC, Oriental Centre in Shanghaj.
She has since appeared regularly with such prominent orchestras as the Teatro alla Scala Philharmonic
Orchestra, Accademia Nazionale Santa Cecilia in Rome, RAI in Turin, Lithuanian Symphony, Stuttgarter
Philharmonics, Nordwestdeutsche Orchestra, Johannesburg Philarmonic, “Haydn” in Trento and Bolzano,
Orchestra di Padova e del Veneto, Zagreb Philarmonia, Pannon Philharmonic, Moldavian Radio Television,
RSI Orchestra, Belgrade Philarmonic Orchestra, Hartford Symphony, Colorado Spring Symphony
Orchestra, Prague Chamber Orchestra.
She has performed with renowned conductors such as Andris Nelsons, Krystof Penderecky, Gustav Kuhn,
Andrès Orozco-Estrada, Gábor Takács-Nagy, Alexander Shelley, Xian Zhang, Roland Boer, Aleksander
Slatkovky, Gerard Korsten, Daniel Kawka, Martin Haselboeck, Bernard Gueller, David Itkin, Zsolt Hamar,
Christopher Franklin, Anton Nanut, Donato Renzetti, Alain Lombard, Charles Olivieri-Munroe, Daniel
Meyer, Carolyn Kuan, Michael Tabachnik. With Orchestra della Magna Grecia she has performed the Five
Piano Concertos by S. Rachmaninov.
In her Awards: The Solti Foundation Award, Nino Carloni Prize, XVII Venice Prize, Finalist and Worldwide
Audience Award at the 2009 Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, 1st Prize Top of the World
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International Piano Competition 2009, Laureate Prize Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition in
2007, Ferruccio Busoni International Piano Competition in 2005, I.Yun in memoriam Korea 2008; she has
been Rising Star TheGilmore in 2010/2011.
Mariangela Vacatello was born in Naples, Italy, from a family of musicians that started her to music lessons
at the age of four; her talent has been accelerated by studies at Imola Piano Academy, Milan Conservatory
and Royal Academy of Music in London, besides several masterclasses around the world.
Her musical curiosity in the contemporary repertoire has brought her to collaborate with IRCAM in Paris in
a world premiere Piano Quintet for SmartInstruments, a new technology that will permit to join both
classical and digital sounds and to work with the composer Georges Aperghis.
Acutally Mariangela is living in Umbria and is a sought-after teacher as Piano Professor at the Conservatoire
“F. Morlacchi” in Perugia and in Pinerolo International Music Academy.
In the 2019 and seasons Mariangela Vacatello has debuted in the prestigious Teatro San Carlo in Naples, as
well as in a new tour in South Africa, a project with IRCAM – La Scala Paris “Skrijabin and the
contemporary”, a debut in La Biennale - Venice. In 2020 a recital at Teatro alla Scala in Milan for Milano
Musica Festival has included works written for Ms Vacatelo by Marco Stroppa, Yan Maresz and Georges
Aperghis; besides that she has been invited to record a video with L. v. Beethoven Piano Concerto n. 3 op.
37 for the Italian Television RAI.
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REGULATIONS
The course
Attendance as a full student costs €530; free access for auditors (maximum 10, subject to availability). The cost
includes the lessons with Mariangela Vacatello, the possibility to attend all the lessons and/or seminars that will
be held during the course, the Workshop with the composers and with Marco Momi, Mariangela Vacatello and
Salvatore Sciarrino, and the live recording of the Workshop pieces. Lessons begin on 20/08/2022 and end on
24/08/2022 (total no. 5 effective days). Lesson times will be communicated at the beginning of the course; study
spaces will be available whose times will be self-managed by the students; the use of the main rooms for
rehearsals and study will be coordinated with the activities taking place. At the end of the experience,
certificates of participation authenticated by the teacher and the organisation will be handed out. The course will
be held in Italian and/or English. Lessons will be held at CDM's premises.
Concerts
Participation in the course includes a performance of the piano pieces presented for the workshop (at the
discretion of the teachers), with a concert as part of the Foresty International Music Festival; a live recording of
the concert is also provided free of charge for participants; for any other recordings, see the "After Masterclass"
section below.
Room and Board
Casa San Michele offers accommodation in conventioned structures (flats) in the village of Montaldeo (AL) at
the cost of €40 per day (total n. 5 effective days). If necessary, the structure is available to those who wish to
stay the night before or after the beginning and the end of the course (upon reservation) at an additional cost of
€25 per night. The cost includes overnight stay in a double or triple room with private bathroom and dinner (the
latter at the CDM facility), served in the dining room or in the garden; it is recommended to indicate any food
allergies on the registration form. Water is always available in the common area of CDM; other consumptions
will be considered extra. The lunch break is free: two conventioned restaurants and a grocery shop are within
easy walking distance, so you can choose from sandwiches to traditional dishes. The cost of lunch is not
included in the cost; the use of the SPA is also included, limited to the times agreed on the occasion of the
course and in accordance with current regulations. Rubber slippers (non-slip) and a swimming costume are
compulsory for use of the SPA.
The balance of any extras can also be paid on the spot by credit or debit card or bank transfer.
Please note that in the village of Montaldeo there are no tobacconists, pharmacies or ATMs; all the necessary
services can be easily reached by car in the neighbouring villages.
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How to reach us
The nearest railway stations are Ovada, Novi Ligure, Arquata Scrivia; a transfer service is available from the
arrival station to Montaldeo at a cost of €15. The nearest airports are Turin, Milan, Genoa, with respective train
connections. For those travelling by car, Google Maps shows the exact location by searching for "Casa San
Michele Montaldeo"; the nearest motorway exits are Ovada (A26), Novi Ligure (A26), Arquata Scrivia (A7).
Registration and fees
From the opening date of registration you can fill in and send the form (complete with privacy policy and image
release form) to masterclasscdm@gmail.com.
Together with the completed form, you are requested to send your CV, 1 or 2 scores in pdf format preferably
accompanied by audio or video files (link soundcloud, vimeo, youtube or personal website); sending further
material is optional. You are kindly requested to attach a short motivational letter explaining the reasons for
enrolling in the course, and the project (draft or descriptive idea) of the piece to be written for the workshop. If
you choose to write for piano and electronics, please specify this in the project of the piece; in case of selection,
a meeting with Marco Momi and the CDM manager for electronics (Luca Guidarini) will follow to discuss the
details. The deadline for submitting the finished score is 18/07/2022. We recommend a duration of the piece of
6/10 minutes.
Deadline for entries is 21 February 2022.
By February 28th the selection of the participants to the masterclass will be communicated; you will receive an
email with a summary of the data and details of the payment, which must be made by bank transfer. Within a
week after receiving the email you will have to pay the first instalment (€300). With the payment of the first
instalment you confirm your enrolment in the course. The second instalment (€230) can be paid by 31 March.
You can choose whether to pay the whole stay together with the second instalment, or to pay 50% with the
second instalment and pay the remaining 50% on arrival. Accommodation costs are €40 per day for the days of
the course (total €200), €25 for each additional night before or after the course.
After Masterclass
On the two days immediately following the end of the course, it will be possible to stay at CdM San Michele to
make recordings at a special price. For more information, please write to cdmsanmichele@gmail.com
Cancellation
Registration fees, net of bank charges, will not be refunded under any circumstances, except in the event of
cancellation of a course due to force majeure or failure to reach a minimum number of participants. The
accommodation fee, net of bank charges, is refundable in the event of cancellation by the participant.
Covid-19 regulations
CdM San Michele, in addition to taking all possible precautions and necessary equipment on site to prevent
contagion and to comply with current regulations, will communicate after the registration the protocol to be
followed for a course and a stay as safe as possible.
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APPLICATION FORM

Surname__________________________________________________________________________
Name____________________________________________________________________________
Place of Birth____________________________________________________________________
Date of birth_____________________________________________________________________
Tax Code _____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________
Place of residence__________________________________________________________________
Zip Code/Country__________________________________________________________________
Citizenship________________________________________________________________________
Tel. __________________________________________________

________________________

e-mail _________________________________________________________________________________

Please

attach

a

copy

of

your

identity

document

and

curriculum

vitae

to

be

sent

to

masterclasscdm@gmail.com.
You will receive an email with a summary and details of the payment, which must be made by bank transfer.
Together with the completion of the registration you will also receive the model for the privacy protection and
release for the recording of photographic material / video. In the event of a large number of registrations,
candidates will be selected on the basis of the submitted materials, at the discretion of the teachers.
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Proposed pieces (Title, Duration):
Please attach a descriptive idea/draft/sketch of the piano piece. A duration of 6/8 minutes is recommended.
Please specify whether electronics will be used. Please also indicate (and if available, send) the pieces you
would like to present at the masterclass with Salvatore Sciarrino.

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Food Allergies: _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Healthcare/Ethical/Religious Diets: _______________________________________________________
Food Intollerances: ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Disliked ingredients:____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

date___________________

signature ____________________________________
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How did you find out about the course?
Social Media
Google/website
Personal contact of the professor
Personal contact of the organisation
International web platforms
Other: ______________________________________________________________
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